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Church Events I love when the church is the church and is actively reaching out to 

our community and our world.  I love when others who often have little or no 

connection to the church see Christ through my deeds or the deeds of 

those who labor with me in this church.  I love when I get to show others 

how I interpret and put into action God’s love for me. 

 And I guess those thoughts are on my mind today because this is my 

first day back at work since traveling with our youth to Appalachia for a 

week.  As I am sure most of you have already heard, we had a great time.  

Yet I feel as if I need to explain what defines ‘a great time.’  See, it wasn’t 

all fun and games (although some of it was).  Five days of hard, physical 

work in the hot sun for someone accustomed to a clean, air-conditioned 

work environment is a stretch as ‘a great time.’  Six days of skimpy food 

portions and chicken cooked to the point of being more like jerky than 

anything resembling poultry does not make for ‘a great time.’ Sleeping on 

an air mattress with 14 snoring men surrounding me does not define ‘a 

great time.’  Yet I say with absolute assurance, “We had a great time.” 

 And we had a great time because we were able to build deeper 

relationships with one another on our team.  We were able to build new 

relationships with the families we served.  We were able to help someone 

have a warmer, drier, safer home.  Quite simply, we were able to serve as 

Christ served.  And that, as many of you know, is a true blessing. 

  As we traveled west and south toward Sullivan County, TN, a little over 

a week ago the change in the landscape was rather dramatic.  Gone was 

our low-lying land sandwiched between the river and the bay as the hills of 

Appalachia grew ever steeper.  Gone was our suburban-type living  
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as the small villages and isolated homes of the Blue Ridge Mountains began to dominate.  Gone was the eclectic 

southern Maryland accent, a hodge-podge drawn from our diverse population, for the twang of southern hill folk.  Lots of 

differences and I found myself thinking of how different things are between Tennessee and Maryland.  That is, I thought 

of all the differences until we were returning home.  Then, after driving about 417 miles, we crossed the bridge at 

Benedict into Calvert County and the first thing I took note of was the Hallowing Point Trailer Park on the south side of 

Route 231.  As we sped by in a convoy of five vehicles, it struck me that many of the trailers in that park were in worse 

condition than the one I just spent a week working on in Tennessee.  And I wondered: How could that be? 

 And I don’t mean to suggest that we should cease going to Appalachia in service until we have resolved all the 

housing issues here in our own county.  To me, that’s an insular approach to the situation because I truly do accept 

Jesus words that we are to be His “witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth” (Acts 1:8).  But as we reach out to ‘Judea and Samaria’, let us not forget all that needs to be accomplished here in 

our ‘Jerusalem.’ 

 It’s painful for me to know that here in Calvert County, the thirteenth richest county in the United States (according to 

the 2014 Forbes’ list), that so much poverty exists.  And let me add that I am not naïve on this issue; I do recognize that 

we cannot ‘do it all’ yet the question bouncing around in my head is always: Are we doing enough?  Now that’s a 

question I cannot answer for us as a church.  I can look at our budget and our income through your gifts and tithes and I 

can then state explicitly that we simply cannot give any more money to missions work than we already do without 

sacrificing some of our other ministries.  But it’s not always about money, is it?  In all honesty, I could say it should rarely 

be about money because, many times, money is the easy way out when it comes to missions.  By contributing money, 

maybe we feel that we have satisfied our Jesus-mandated missions obligation.  Yet I think Jesus cares about more than 

just our money.  I think he cares about where our heart is when it comes to those who are less fortunate than us.  I think 

He cares about our willingness to walk hand-in-hand with someone who needs a hand up rather than a hand out.  To put 

it in Methodist terms, when it comes to the issue of poverty, I think Jesus cares about our prayers, our presence, our 

gifts, our service, and our witness.  And I wonder: Are we doing enough?  Are you doing enough? 

 

Pastor Keith 
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Call for Musicians 
 
If you or someone you know is interested in singing or 
playing an instrument at 9:00 worship in the Sanctuary 
this summer, please contact Melissa Miller at 410-
535-5934, or email her at 
Jaymelissamiller@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
Thank you for the outpouring of love and prayers 
during my illness. 
 
With love in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 
Faye Ellwood 

mailto:Jaymelissamiller@verizon.net


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Thank you for the outpouring of love and 

prayers during my illness.  With love in the 

name of Jesus Christ: Faye Ellwood 

A New Experience:  Monday Sundays 

As followers of Jesus Christ, He should be the central focus of our lives.  That said, there are countless things that 

occur that compete with our attention and with our “intention” to keep Him foremost in our lives.  The summer months 

are here and, with warm weather and vacations, attendance on Sundays ebbs and flows.  Knowing that Pastor Keith has 

just started a new sermon series (Defiance: Challenge the Norm) for the summer, you may find yourself wishing that you 

had a chance to share in the Scripture and message but could not.  Fear not.  The Lord provides. 

Building on the success of the Wednesday night Lenten services, we will be offering an opportunity to gather and 

feed our bodies and souls throughout the summer.  Starting on July 6th, please join us each Monday for eight weeks in 

Celebration Hall at 7:00 pm.  We will gather for some nourishment followed by one of our family of faith sharing with 

you the Scripture from the previous Sunday, and their interpretation of the message shared by Pastor Keith.  We will then 

break into discussion groups, guided by questions, so that we can dig deeper into the Word.  “Nourishment” for July 6th 

will be ice cream sundaes (Monday Sundaes), so eat dinner first.  For the following weeks, the plan is for these to be “pot 

luck” dinners, so when you attend, please bring a small dish with you.  If Monday arrives and you don’t have food to 

bring, bring yourself.  God will provide.  Even if you can't bring food, bring a friend or family member.  That can be 

someone who was in church on Sunday; someone who missed Sunday worship; or, someone who does not attend church, 

with whom you just want to share the Word of our Lord. 

The Women’s and Men’s Groups have graciously agreed to help with serving the food that is brought, but I am sure 

they would welcome any assistance you would like to provide.  If you have any questions, please contact John Allen 

(410-535-1182) or any member of the Evangelism Team (Mike Hatfield, Mike Bryant, Wendi Paterno, Jim D’Amico). 

We look forward to seeing you on Monday evenings (July 6-August 24) as we continue to study a Defiant Lord. 

 

 

Coming Soon… 
 

 

 
 

 

This fall you are invited to be part of a new church experience as our entire congregation joins together 

in exploring the question “What on earth am I here for?  You won’t want to miss this church-wide 

campaign including Sunday message, weekly small group conversation circles, and daily devotional 

readings.  More info coming soon. 

 



 

Health Ministry News 
 

We hope this finds all of you enjoying the 

summertime for being outdoors, traveling, spending time 

with family, and improving your health.  In partnership with 

CMH Health Ministry Network walking as a good form of 

exercise is being encouraged here at HUMC.  Our new 

walking group called the Soulful Striders meet every 

Tuesday morning at 9:30 to walk either inside Celebration 

Hall or outside around the building parking lot using an 

easy to use walking map.  If you can’t make Tuesday 

mornings, you can simply pick up a walking map from the 

Parish Nurses and walk at your convenience (perhaps on 

Sunday mornings after worship).  The Doers plan to walk 

before their game days!  Rachel Hankinson from CMH will 

continue to work with us closely for a while and 

additionally provide educational opportunities on other 

health topics.  There are handouts, including the walking 

maps and record keeping books and forms to participate in 

the PALA (Presidential Active Lifestyle Award) 

www.presidentschallenge.org/challenge/active/index.shtml.  

The PNs are not keeping records of those who walk, but if 

you are walking at the church please let us know so we can 

provide any support needed. 

And speaking of summertime, don’t forget to pay 

attention to your skin.  Think of this, our skin is the largest 

organ in our body.  That means it is pretty important to our 

overall health.  We often take our skin for granted but we 

really ought to think of how much sun and UV rays we are 

getting; how we need to drink more (because we lose fluids 

through perspiration); and, insect bites such as ticks that can 

transmit illness or mosquitos that cause us to scratch to 

irritation or infection.  Our skin is often our first line of 

defense against illness, so please take good care of it. 

Our connection to the broader UMC:  our PNs are 

connected to the Baltimore Washington Conference through 

the participation of Marcia Monnett with the Conference 

Parish Nurses.  The Conference PNs are working at helping 

all churches in our Conference to have a Health Ministry 

and especially a PN ministry.  We had a booth at Annual 

Conference this past May and Marcia was there to help out.  

The Conference PN group also supports a scholarship for 

RN’s who are interested in taking classes leading to a 

Certificate in Parish Nursing. 

And finally, our Sunday morning “prayer request 

form” has an updated feature.  There is a new column where 

you can indicate YES if you would like a card sent to the 

person being prayed for.  If you check YES, please indicate 

an address or simply a phone number and we will follow up 

with you on where to send a card. 

As always, your Parish Nurses are available on 

Sundays and Tuesdays at the church.  Or you can contact 

Marcia Monnett at 410-610-5726 and 

mmlimberlost@verizon.net. 
 

Ministries 

 

     
 An informal book discussion group meets monthly and 

all women are invited to attend. Upcoming schedule: 

Thursday, July 9th – Who Do I Talk To? by Neta Jackson. 

Check the bulletin for time and place. 

 

 

What’s New on Our Shutterfly Site? 

We’ve recently added photos from 

our June graduation celebration and church picnic. Check 

it out at www. huntingtownumc.shutterfly.com. 

 

 
Want to tell the whole world that you are a proud member 

of Huntingtown UMC? Well now you can! Huntingtown 

UMC car decals have been printed and are available on 

the counter at the Welcome Center. Pick up one (or more) 

of these removable decals. A $1 donation is suggested to 

defray the printing cost.  

 

 

If you are not accessing the church website, 

you don’t know what you’re missing! The website 

provides a convenient place to get information about 

events and programs; register for classes and special 

events; find contact information for church leadership, 

and more. You can even read this newsletter at the 

website! Check out www.huntingtownumchurch on a 

regular basis to stay on top of the news at HUMC. 

 

Adult Education 

http://www.presidentschallenge.org/challenge/active/index.shtml
mailto:mmlimberlost@verizon.net
http://www.huntingtownumchurch/


 

Ministries 
Children 

Sunday Mornings - Summer Sunday School – Summer Sunday School will be available to children from age 3 

through children entering 5th grade in the Fall.  We will meet during the Celebration Hall worship beginning Sunday, 

June 7th through Sunday, August 30th, 2015.  Our Summer Sunday School program will be held in rooms 5A, 5B, and 

5C located on the lower level and our time together will focus on how “God Forms a People”. 

 

Family Movie Night: Friday, July 17: 7:00-10:00 pm:  Join us for July’s OUTDOOR Family Movie Night with Big 

Hero 6.  When a devastating turn of events thrusts them into the middle of a dangerous plot, a child prodigy, his robot 

and their friends become high-tech heroes on a mission to save their city.  So please join us July 17th at 7 for an 

opportunity to kick back, relax, and enjoy a movie with family and friends.  Please note the time change for Family 

Movie Night to begin at 7:00 pm.  All are welcome!   

 

Our feature movie for July will be: Big Hero 6!   

 

      
 

Vacation Bible School: July 20-24th: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon: 

 

 
 

 

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for the week of July 20-24, 2015!  The theme is G-Force: God’s Love in Action!  At our 

G-Force Vacation Bible School program this year, kids will explore how to put their faith into action.  In this mission-

focused VBS, kids experience God’s unstoppable love and discover how to fuel up and move in and through life with God.   

 

Where:  Huntingtown United Methodist Church (HUMC) 

4020 Hunting Creek Rd in Huntingtown  410-257-3020 

When:  July 20th – 24th, 2015 

Time:  9:00 am to Noon, Monday through Friday 

Ages:  Pre-K (age 4) through 6th grade (Fall 2015) 

Cost:  None – it is brought to you by the outreach and ministries of HUMC 

 

On line registration is now available through our church website at www.kids.huntingtownumchurch.com ! 

 
 
 

http://www.kids.huntingtownumchurch.com/


 

 

The beginning of our VBS 2015  

Hall of Families! 
 

 
 
Each year our church comes together to put God’s love 

in action for VBS and we want you to be a part of our 

display!  This year we would like to visually 

demonstrate how it takes our entire church to come 

together to offer VBS in praise and thanks to God.  We 

would like to invite you to create a one-of-a-kind 

skateboard with paint, crayons or markers to represent 

you and/or your family on our Hall of Families.  We 

will provide precut paper skateboards for individuals / 

families to take home to create a unique skateboard for 

our wall.  Then, during VBS week we will fill our wall 

with these creations to make a statement about how we 

desire to put our faith into action.  Join us in filling our 

wall with all the decorated skateboards!  Contact Sheila 

Isaacson or pick up a paper skateboard from Room 1 to 

decorate to represent your family today! 

 
 
Looking for other ways to help with VBS? 
 
Our supply list is growing!  Currently, we are in 
need of some movement materials.  If you have 
any of the following items we could borrow/use 
for our G-Force VBS program, we would 
appreciate your help!  Thank you! 
 

 Toilet Paper rolls 
 Barricades / Barrels 
 Orange cones 
 Bikes 
 Scooters 
 Skateboards 
 “Caution” tape 
 Other suggestions for decorations for 

our G-Force: God’s Love in Action 

Ministries 
Children 

Ministries 
Youth 
 

  
 

Graduation Celebration Sunday 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Graduates! “Be 

Strong and Courageous” 
 

Be strong in the Lord and, 

Never give up hope, 

You're going to do great things, 

I already know, 

God's got His hand on you so, 

Don't live life in fear, 

Forgive and forget, 

But don't forget why you're here, 

Take your time and pray, 

Thank God for each day, 

His love will find a way, 

These are the words I would say 
 

From “The Words I Would Say” – Sidewalk Prophets 



 

Middle and High School Sunday School 

KIVA Mission 

     Kiva is a non profit organization that 

has a mission to connect people all over the world 

through lending to alleviate poverty.  The middle 

school class recently made four new loans to 

entrepreneurs in countries and the high school class 

made two new loans.  Brief descriptions of the most 

recent loans made are listed below.  Visit their 

Sunday School classrooms for more information! 

 

Ry Group  Tbong Khmum, Cambodia 

 
Ry, Mum, Chhaivat, Koem, Eab 

 

A portion of Ry Group's $350 loan helped a member 

to buy foundation parts for a latrine. 

 

Keta  Leusoalii Samoa 

 
 

A loan of $425 helped Keta to buy a wheelbarrow, a 

chainsaw, taro & banana roots (seedlings), chemicals 

and a backpack sprayer. 

 

Ekaterine  Senaki, Georgia 

 
 

A loan of $2,175 helped Ekaterine to purchase a 

cow. 

 

Saul Orlando  El Salvador 

 
 

A loan of $1,350 helped Saul Orlando to buy compost, 

seeds, and insecticides. 

 

Ixtiyar  Imishli, Azerbaijan 

 
 

A loan of $1,150 helped Ixtiyar to purchase sand, cement 

and brick to build a bathroom. 

 

 

Leudy Manuel  Santiago, Dominican Republic 

 
 

A loan of $8,925 helped Leudy cover university fees. 

 

Loan Success!!   

 
 
The loan to Erika was 100% repaid!  A loan of $350 helped 

Erika to purchase some necessities for her house. 

 

Erika is grateful for the Kiva lenders because with their 

support, she can cover some of her household expenses, 

such as paying for some services and purchasing necessities 

to furnish her home. With this, she will continue fighting 

for her loved ones to move ahead. 

 

Ministries 
Youth Sunday School Mission 



 

Huntingtown United Methodist Church 

4020 Hunting Creek Road 

P. O. Box 550 

Huntingtown, MD  20639 

 

POSITION NAME E-MAIL/PHONE 

Pastor 
 

Keith Schukraft 
pastorkeith.humc@comcast.net 

(301) 904-8918 

Council Chair 
 

Dennis Rader 
dennis.rader@gmail.com 

(410) 535-9452 

Recording Secretary 
 

Kathy Frankle 
kfrankle@comcast.net 

(410) 535-6302 

Lay Leader – Traditional Worship 
 

John Allen 
hearist@comcast.net 

(410) 535-1182 

Lay Leader – Contemporary Worship 
 

Shelley Polko 
sapolko@comcast.net 

(443) 975-7206 

Finance Chair 
 

John D. Ward 
john.d.ward@census.gov 

(410) 257-0313 

Trustee Chair 
 

Piper Bagdovitz 
pipermb@comcast.net 

(410) 535-1408 

Staff Parish Relations Chair 
 

Christine Oursler 
oursler16@comcast.net 

(410) 394-1608 

Worship 
 

Melissa Miller 
jaymelissamiller@verizon.net 

(410) 535-5934 

Missions/Outreach 
 

Melinda Gaines 
mbgaines@verizon.net 

(410) 414-5457 

Discipleship 
 

Debbie Weir 
dweir440@comcast.net 

(443) 486-5179 

Membership/Fellowship 
 

Paula Rosnage 
paularosnage@comcast.net 

(410) 535-1668 

Congregational Care 
 

Mike Hatfield 
mhatfield23@gmail.com 

(443) 624-3280 

Children/Youth Ministries 
 

Sheila Isaacson 
sisaacson.humc@comcast.net 

(410) 286-8011 

Senior Adult Ministries 
 

Esther Cox 
estfred@comcast.net 

(410) 535-0694 

Youth Representative 
 

Caitlin Keegan 
 (443) 964-8919 

Church Office 
 

Teresa Ross 
office.humc@comcast.net 

(410) 257-3020 

 
 

Testimonial 
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